Parts of an Animal Cell

Cell Membrane- The semi-permeable “skin” of the cell through which molecules of food and waste can pass in and out.

Cell wall- The protective outermost covering in which a plant cell is housed.

Centrioles- Small body which plays a part in cell division.

Cilia- Hairlike structures on the outside of cells that aid in movement.

Cytoplasm- The jelly-like substance in which the cell structures float.

Endoplasmic Reticulum- System of “canals” in the cell that helps transport materials within and to and from the cell.

Flagellum- a tail-like structure which propels the cell through it’s environment.

Golgi Bodies- A component in the cell’s cytoplasm that plays a role in manufacture of cell products

Lysosomes- Sac-like organelles in the cell that contain enzymes that aid in digestion.

Microtubules- Rods in the cell that form a “skeleton” for the soft animal cell.

Mitochondria- Specialized organelles in the cell that produce energy for the cell through respiration.

Nuclear Membrane- The outermost layer of the nucleus through which materials flow in and out of the nucleus.

Nucleus- Command center of the cell, essential to cell reproduction and protein synthesis. The nucleus is made up of complex nucleoproteins and nuclear sap.

Ribosomes- Granules in the cell containing RNA, they are the structures in which proteins are made.

Vacuoles- Organelle that stores materials, like salts, waters, carbohydrates and proteins.

